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Statue of Karl Marx, thoughtful and patient,
undergoing relocation in Berlin
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Social democracy’s
internal debate
—gradual
improvement
versus radical
transformation—

is mirrored inside
Jewish history.

The Jewish
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~—

Moses Mendelssohn,
18th-century
German theologian
and humanist

Transcendence and messianism

(e.g. Kabbalah) I

of life

express

The kabbalist's
mission is the
journey of return
and renewal.

Baruch Spinoza in
the 17th century
sought to unite
humanist reason
and spiritual belief.

Sabbatai Zevi,
widely proclaimed
messiah in the
17th century
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Rosa Luxemburg is : 1 " Nol Theauthentic Jewis Eduard |
the true carrier of ' 3% e Bernstein—moderate, favoring
the Jewish tradition— ~ , . " patience and compromise over
. messianic revolutionary. NS : anger, bitterness, and the
4 250 apocalypse you want to see.
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"~ They're both wrong. Neither Rosanor
Eduard is a believer—their views aren't
driven by anything Jewish, except maybe
N, Jews centuries-old status as outsiders. 4

This is what I have
to look forward to,
when I grow up?
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“From Munich via Metz to Paris.” German soldiers Army mobilization in Germany, 1914. The left was blind-sided

on their way to the Western front in August, by the massive outburst of enthusiasm and joy.
assured by the Kaiser that “You will be home

before the leaves have fallen from the trees.”

Luxemburg saw the war as serving only
ruling class interests, and sought fo organize
an international anti-war movement.

Bernstein had conflicting feelings about
the war initially, but soon became strongly

opposed too.
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encouraging men fo
refuse to fight.

Karl Friedrich Gsur,
“Battle of a Machine
Gunners Unit”
Eastern front, 1915

An elderly German woman,
waiting in line outside
a grocery, collapses.

Rosa Luxemburg went
to prison, convicted of

Eduard Bernstein wrote
an anti-war manifesto and
spoke out aginst the war.

“Victorious Sun
in the East”
Postcard 1915
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Revolution 5=-5% <
NE AL
Rosa Luxemburg, iy o PN
November 1918: »

“The revolution in
Germany has come!
Workers' and soldiers’
councils haye been
Karl Liebknecht, co-founder with Luxemburg formed everywhere.” “Brothers, do not shoot” - appeal made by

of the revolutionary Spartacus League, speaks the popular movement to soldiers
to an audience in Berlin.

Jakob Steinhardt, Workers Uprising, 1920 Soldiers’ council distributing bread
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rm or Rebuild?

CHI Oé1 0 6yé =14
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, AT A b1 oA The reform-versus-revolution debate
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I - . continued to rankle during the Weimar Era.  The old house is

od| ¢dg | ¢y 1 égH Yo :
HEded 1VGHS o still quite habitable.

mAode y o1 el We gotta tear it  Nothin' here that a little

~ - down and rebuild.  lovin' care can't fix.

Sw«3W*wh¥b | Cy Rosa Luxemburg: N P

6yCdg@ggeCEyyQ A truly free society

je® FEirealée@&iKl lies within reach, if

ardgC H| cy1 OdK only we have the

6yyyg & 1yBEGYK courage to create it.
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Eduard Bernstein:

The upheaval that you

seek will not advance
\ democracy or build

Freedom opened wide its doors a better society.

in the fall of 1918 in Germany.
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Hiyg él | ¢y Kyé Paul Kampffmeyer, a Social Democrat “On the one hand they heap  on the other they labor with burning

Odggy K &1 y &ly himself, astutely observed about the anathema after anathema zeal to patch up and improve it.”

s dl edga =168 ¢ § Y guiding lights of his own Party: upon bourgeois society;
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In January 1919, the Spartacus League, believing
that the German revolution remained incomplete,
led an insurrection in Berlin against the newly
inaugurated Weimar Republic.

Freikorps troops

Luxemburg herself had viewed the revolt as
premature and had argued against it. But she

could not convince her comrades, who overestimated
the revolutionary support of the masses.

On January 15, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht,
unarmed, were brutally murdered by right-wing
paramilitary Freikorps soldiers in Berlin.

By the time the fighting ceased, over twelve thousand
people had been killed or wounded.

(A few years later, many Freikorps soldiers became
Nazi stormtroopers.)

DIiE LEBENDEN DEM TOTEN . ERIiNNERUNG AN PEN IS5.JANUAR 1919

Kathe Kollwitz, “Memory Page for Karl Liebknecht, The Living and the Dead,” 1921
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